Alexander Santos

TCOM 202

Plesha - NOON
My Favorite Commercial


The Super Bowl spits out a few dozen commercials each year, a few of which join the ranks of the best commercials of all time.  It is sad to say that many will not be remembered as time goes on.  So when I was asked to remember my favorite commercial I had to strain my brain to remember several thirty second blips from over the ages.  One spot from the elite Budweiser campaigns came to mind though.


Super Bowl 2000 left me depressed with the outcome of the game, but the commercials were particularly wonderful.  My favorite commercial started with a dog relaxing in the backyard of his home, when all of a sudden a Bud Light truck drives by.  The dog jumps up and chases the truck along backyard fences waiting for an opening.  He leaps over fences again and again, keeping his eyes on the prize and drooling away.  After a series of unrewarding leaps, the dog jumps right into a truck, and the Bud Light truck drives away.

The humor is what draws my attention to this particular spot.  Unexpectedly the dog’s dreams of catching the Bud Light truck are crushed, yet the audience is left laughing.  This unique message, where the product is never attained, draws attention to the desire the dog had for the beer, and not the satisfaction provided by the product.  Hopefully the desire the dog had will translate into the audience’s desire for Budweiser as well.  The target audience by law should be people 21 years of age and older, yet the impression left on younger audiences will have an effect on their beverage choice when the come of age.  Therefore you can assume that the target audience is anyone with a sense of humor that might eventually drink beer or does already.  The theme of the commercial is that Bud Light is so desirable that even dogs take a particular interest in their trucks.  The product is therefore given its own personality.  Bud Light is refreshing and makes for a good time.  The approach Budweiser used in this ad and several others to come was amazing, using humor to sell their product to a big audience.  I thought this ad was hilarious and Budweiser succeeded because I will never forget it.
